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A N  E Q U A L  O P P O R T U N I T Y  

E M P L O Y E R  

MASD welcomes you with this year’s theme: 

The mission of the  

Meyersdale Area School District,                             
in partnership with parents and  

community, is to provide our students a              

high quality education enabling them                     

to communicate effectively and function                 

as responsible and productive citizens                     

in a changing world.  
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M E Y E R S D A L E  A R E A  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  N E W S L E T T E R  

 

 

A Message from  

Dr. Karlie, Superintendent 

   Another school year is here and we 

look forward to serving the surround-

ing communities to provide our stu-

dents with a quality education which 

will prepare them for the future. If 

you had the opportunity to stop by one of our schools 

during Back-to-School night, we hope that all your 

questions were answered and that your child is off to a 

great start. If you have questions about the district, 

please take time to review this district-wide newslet-

ter, contact us at 814-634-8311 or visit our website at 

www.masd.net. Our website contains information on 

upcoming events, lunch calendars, important features 

and photos of school activities, the student grade por-

tal and many other items of interest.   

   After a one year pilot program in 8th grade the Mey-

ersdale Area School District is offering its one-to-one 

device program up through grade twelve. The pro-

gram is being supported with local funds and grant 

dollars. The main consideration during the pilot pro-

gram was to offer technology to all Meyersdale stu-

dents. Although students may not all have internet 

access at home, the Chromebooks used by the district 

provide the option to work offline as well. The district 

continues to work with outside entities in the expan-

sion of internet accessibility throughout the district. 

Currently, many families in rural areas depend on 

wireless carriers such as AT&T and Verizon along 

with satellite providers for their internet service. Un-

fortunately, some families are without internet connec-

tivity and this is why we continue to push for accessi-

bility for all district families. 

   We all need to remember that technology is merely 

another tool for learning.  It makes many types of in-

formation readily accessible for students while they 

prepare for daily class lessons.  Our faculty has trained 

to use technology in the classroom as a tool for learn-

ing, not a replacement for the teacher.  Knowledge can 

be acquired in many ways including reading, experi-

mentation, practice, instructional demonstrations (live 

or on video), etc.  Different students show different 

methods and skills for learning.   We are providing our 

students knowledge along with a variety of experi-

ences which will help them to become problem 

solvers. Technology often engages students in mean-

ingful activities which include exploration, collabora-

tion, data collection and analysis. As we progress 

throughout the year, I hope both students and faculty 

have meaningful exchanges and personal growth with 

the one-to one program. 

   This year it will be my focus to measure the value of 

the one-to-one deployment. We as a district hope to 

work more diligently to increase student motivation 

and engagement.  Although this has always been a 

focus, we continue to find levels of disengagement 

with students and rising drop-out rates. This is not a 

trend isolated to Meyersdale Area and has become a 

concern for many districts. I plan to work with our 

administration, faculty and school board to create a 

positive engaging experience for all students. This will 

take time and effort from everyone; however, I believe 

the results will be positive. 

   Please join us for Parent-Community Open House 

on Thursday, November 16th!  This is a great opportu-

nity to say hello, view student projects, talk to faculty 

and administration, or simply see what is going on in 

our school. Please save the date, your involvement in 

the district shows support for our students, faculty and 

staff. 

   Thank you for supporting the Meyersdale Area 

School District,   

T. Karlie 

http://www.masd.net
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News from the cafeteria 

No Change in Student Meal Prices for 

2017-2018 
 

Breakfast 
 

Student  .90 

Reduced  .30 

Adult  $2.15 

 
 

Lunch 
 

Elementary Student  $1.45 

Middle/High School Student  $1.55 

Reduced  .40 

Adult  $ 2.80 

 

   During last year’s school year, the Dis-

trict began implementing a breakfast cart 

for high school students. The program was 

such a success, a decision was made to im-

plement the program in the Middle School 

as well. 

 

   According to Heather Emde, Food Ser-

vice Director, this program will also help 

with the new schedule for both high and 

middle school students. 

 

   “With the Middle School classes starting 

earlier this year it was our goal to still be 

able to provide students with a healthy and 

filling breakfast and still get them to class 

in time. The High School was already util-

izing the breakfast cart in previous years 

and the District decided that this would be 

the best option for the Middle School Stu-

dents as well,” she explained. “By stop-

ping by the breakfast cart, students are 

able to grab the breakfast meal and bever-

ages and eat on their way to class.” 

   The Meyersdale Area School District now 

offers free dinners for any children, under the 

age of 18, within the district. Provided by the 

Nutrition Group, the district’s food service 

provider, these meals are offered following 

dismissal until 3:50 p.m.  Meals are served in 

the cafeteria and participants eat the food in 

the room adjacent to the cafeteria, E112. 

 

   Funding for this program provided by the 

Child and Adult Care Food Program 

(CACFP). The Nutrition Group made the rec-

ommendation to the district to participate in 

this program. Every food service director 

within The Nutrition Group makes it their 

personal mission to do everything they can to 

make sure every meal served is a nutritious 

and enjoyable one. 

 
   Becky Grube, Business Manager, said din-

ner is currently served to participants in the 

after-school program, as well as student ath-

letes participating in school sports. The 

schedule for the CACFP program can be 

found at www.masd.net/cacfp. 

   “The long range goal for this program 

would be to see it expand to a point where we 

have a high enough demand to serve dinners, 

Monday through Thursday, through the 

school year,” Grube explained. 

   We request you complete  the survey found 

at  www.masd.net/dinnersurvey, so we can 

better plan to serve the families of our district.  

   Through CACFP, more than 4.2 million 

children and 130,000 adults receive nutritious 

meals and snacks each day as part of the day 

care they receive. 

http://www.masd.net/CACFP
http://www.masd.net/dinnersurvey
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   Providing the best possible experiences for all students in the Meyersdale Area 

Elementary School is the foundation of the Meyersdale Area Educational Boosters. 

 

   Michelle Kimble, current President, said the work of the organization is broad, 

but all efforts are designed to improve the educational opportunities for all students 

in our District. 

 

   The Meyersdale Area Educational Boosters support and organize several projects 

and programs, including: funding for playground equipment, summer skill building 

programs, field trip funding, Santa’s Store, STEM night, school assemblies and 

much more. 

 

   The Boosters also endeavor to encourage parent and community involvement in 

the Meyersdale Area School District. 

 

   General membership meetings are open to all parents/guardians of students in 

kindergarten through grade five, as well as members of the community interested in 

supporting the goals of the group. 

 

   The Boosters sponsor several fundraisers throughout the year. Pick-up for the 

most recent fundraiser, Cherrydale/Yankee candle has concluded and volunteers are 

needed to help on October 19 from 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 

   In the next few weeks, plans will be finalized for a Red Raider apparel fundrasier. 

Order forms will be sent home with students. 

 

   The Boosters will hold their next monthly meeting at 3 p.m. on Monday, October 

16, in the elementary forum. 

 

Meyersdale Area Educational Boosters 

M E Y E R S D A L E  A R E A  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  N E W S L E T T E R  

Food Allergy Management Policy 
The Superintendent or designee shall an-

nually notify students, parents/guardians, 

staff and the public about the district’s 

food allergy management policy. This pol-

icy can be found on the District’s website 

under Site Shortcuts.—MASD Policy 

Manual, Policy 209.1.  

Tobacco Policy 
The District shall notify staff, parents/

guardians and members of the public about 

the District’s tobacco policy. This policy 

can be found on the District’s website     

under Site Shortcuts—MASD Policy   

Manual Policy #323; #222; and #904. 
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   The summer months mean quiet halls and 

shuttered classrooms, but things were very dif-

ferent at the Meyersdale Area Elementary 

School (MAES). The halls were filled with 

laughter, fun and learning! 

   Through a competitive grant through the Di-

vision of Federal Programs, the Meyersdale 

Area School District created a 16-Day Multi 

Adventure Challenge, for students going into 

grades one through six. This grant opportunity 

was created as a result of the school being 

identified as a Title I reward school. While tra-

ditional instruction was a primary focus, coor-

dinators created four weeks of aptitude learn-

ing using exciting themes such as racing and 

wacky and weird science.  

   “Aptitude is defined as the students’ innate 

ability to learn through experiences and expo-

sure to a variety of opportunities,” explained 

Tim Kretchman, Curriculum Director. “Why 

aptitude? Think about it like this.  If I've been 

to the beach then when I'm reading a story 

about the ocean I'm more able to relate.  This 

ability to relate makes me more primed for 

reading comprehension and classroom conver-

sation.  This is aptitude. The reading lesson 

that day may be focused on ‘story setting’ but 

if I'm not able to relate to the ‘place’ of a beach 

then I'm totally missing the point of and unable 

to learn about ‘story setting.’”  

   As such, when creating the curriculum for 

the summer program, an emphasis was placed 

on creating activities that immerse the students 

in learning in a fun and innovative way they 

can relate to and carry forth into to their lives, 

both in and out of the classroom. 

 “The vision of the Meyersdale Elementary 

School 16 Day Multi Adventure Challenge 

Summer Camp was to use high-interest, hands-

on activities to strengthen and reinforce 

skills. The program which uses a module based 

approach designates a portion of the day to a 

more traditional approach to review-

ing academic skills” explained camp coordina-

tor Gala Wassilchalk. Wassilchalk serves as 

the District’s Reading Department Chair.  

   Each week had a specific theme, including 

Mad Science; Build Learn and Explore; and 

Strong Bodies, Strong Minds. Students also 

participated in Reading and Math activities and 

games designed to reinforce the skills they 

learned in the classroom during the previous 

year, while introducing new skills and facts to 

prepare them for the upcoming school year. 
    “It is our hope that this program provided 

the needed skill review that all students need 

during summer break as well as stir an excite-

ment and a love for learning. We were ex-

tremely thrilled to be awarded the grant used to 

fund our After School Program as well as the 

Summer Program and we feel our students 

have been positively impacted by the experi-

ences we were able to provide with the addi-

tional funding,” Wassilchalk concluded.  

Grant funding provides two exciting  

programs at MASD 
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M E Y E R S D A L E  A R E A  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  N E W S L E T T E R  

   The Meyersdale Area School District has 

implemented an exciting new program for 

students in grades seven through 12 that fo-

cused on each student's personal future aspi-

rations and interests. 

   According to High School Principal John 

Wiltrout, Personalized Learning Time (PLT) 

is a scheduled time during the school day that 

empowers students by providing the opportu-

nity for student-initiated learning experi-

ences. 

   “The PLT program allows students to 

choose from a wide selection of classes and 

workshops that range from video editing  to 

cooking or game coding. Our faculty has 

started to put together an impressive and in-

teresting selection of choices for students,” 

Wiltrout explained. 

   The goals of PLT are to foster student-

driven learning that both inspires and moti-

vates, while  recognizing that “one size does 

not fit all” in education. The PLT program 

allows students to select activities that inter-

est them or capture their curiosity. 

   Students are able to fully explore the many 

options offered through the PLT program on 

their Chromebooks and are able to select 

classes they want to attend. 

   For middle school students, Personalized 

Learning Time is the first opportunity stu-

dents have had to select classes and/or activi-

ties based on their personal interests.  

   “The PLT initiative has also vastly ex-

panded the learning opportunities for our 

middles school students. A few examples of 

this are the creation of a middle school news-

paper and possibly a newscast,” explained 

Wayne Miller, Middle School Principal. 

   Another advantage of this new scheduling 

initiative is reduction in classroom interrup-

tions due to club/activity involvement. 

   “I love that PLT time limits the interrup-

tions to the remainder of the academic day 

because it gives a designated time for clubs, 

athletic teams, and organizations to meet 

when necessary,” Miller added. 

   Miller and Wiltrout said the District be-

lieves this new program will increase learn-

ing opportunities, helping to better prepare 

students for their futures and whatever en-

deavors they plan to pursue. 

Personalized Learning Time program 

implemented for grades 7 through 12 
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ONLINE GRADING PORTAL INSTRUCTIONS 
 

You too can have 24 hour access to your students’ grades and their online cafeteria account. 

HOW TO INSTRUCTIONS. . . 

 Visit www.masd.net 
 Click on the Icon in the upper right hand corner   “A+ Grades” 

 “Click here for Parent Portal” 
 “Create Account” 

 Parent first and last name 

 Create your unique user ID 
 Enter one of your student’s ID numbers 

 An email will be sent to the email on file with the school. Follow instructions. 

Meyersdale Area Education Foundation 

 
The Meyersdale Area Education Foundation, commonly know as 

MAEF is gearing up for another great year of supporting our   

students here in the Meyersdale School District. 

This year we hope to secure more finances to enhance the          

education of our students at Meyersdale. 

Please help us by donating: contact Shannon Brant at  

814-634-5123 ext. 306. for more details. 

Middle and High School Schedule 

Students Enter School  - 7:40 a.m.   

Students Due in Homeroom - 7:50 a.m.    

Personalized Learning Time - 7:54 to 8:34 a.m. 

Instructional Time -  8:36 am. To 2:50 p.m.    

Student Dismissal - 2:50 p.m.     

Bus Departure - 2:58 p.m.      

Early Dismissals 

On regularly scheduled 

early dismissals, students 

will be dismissed 2 hours 

early at: 
 
 
 

12:50 p.m. 
 
 

Buses will depart at       

approximately 12:58 p.m. 
 

 
 

Meyersdale Area School District disability services are diverse and 

unique in attempting to provide students with the level of supports, ser-

vices and accommodations they need to acquire learning, develop inde-

pendence, and become successful adults.  

  

All special education programs must be in compliance with guidelines 

from the Pennsylvania Department of Education and the federal Indi-

viduals with Disabilities Education Act '04. Please browse the 

links included on the district web page under the “Services” tab for addi-

tional information regarding special education programs and services 

and disability awareness.  If you have questions or need additional infor-

mation, contact Mr. Tim Kretchman, Coordinator of Special Education 

at (814) 634-8311 x312 or tkretchman@masd.net.  
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Amy Rough, 
R.N. 

634-5123, ext. 308 

The start of school is an exciting time. Unfortunately, with it comes the spreading of 

germs and student illnesses. As such, more students need medications during school 

hours. If you are sending medication to school with your child, please be sure to follow 

district policy which is in place to protect the health and well-being of your child. 

 

 If your child requires medication during school hours, a parent permission form must 

be completed. The doctor who prescribed the medication must sign the permission 

form. 

 

 Medication may not be brought on the bus. Medication must be brought to school in 

the original pharmaceutically-dispensed container. The medication container must 

be properly labeled. If sending over-the-counter medication, a parent permission 

form must be completed by the parent and the child’s physician. Over-the-counter 

medication must be brought to the school in its original package. Medications 

brought in baggies or unmarked bottles will not be accepted. 

Important information about  

your child’s medication 

M E Y E R S D A L E  A R E A  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  N E W S L E T T E R  

Required examinations 
 * Dental Exams are required for all Kindergraten, third and seventh grade students, as wll as new 

students from out of state. 

* Physical examinations are required for Kindergarten, sixth and eleventh grade students, as well as 

new students from out of state. 

If you choose to have your child’s exams completed by their personal physician and/or dentist, 

please ensure the required completed form and paperwork is returned to the school nurse by the end 

of November. If your child’s well-physical or six-month dental check-up falls after November, 

please notify the school nurse. 

Tips to stay healthy during flu season 
Flu season and the stomach virus season are fast approaching. If your child has a fever, 

please consult your physician. A child with a fever is not permitted to return to school 

until he/she is fever-free, without the use of a fever-reducing medicine. 

In the case of the stomach flu, please keep your child home until they can eat a meal 

without vomiting. 

Please remember the following tips: good hand-washing; attention to personal hygiene; 

and freshly laundered clothes can help keep our students healthy and ready for  

learning! 
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Register to take the PSAT’s/SAT’s at MAHS  
Meyersdale Area High School will host two sessions of the SAT. When choosing a “test site” while 

registering be sure to select Meyersdale Area High School. Tests will be offered November 4th and 

March 10th. Space is limited. Go to www.collegeboard.org 

 

On October 11th, the PSAT will be offered to 10th grade College Prep students.  

Stop by the office of the High School Guidance Counselor to schedule the test. 

Attention Senior students and parents/guardians  
The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)   

can now be filed as early as October 1st.  

There is a FAFSA Night scheduled from 4 to 8 p.m. on                          

Tuesday, November 21.  

Important information from  

the Guidance offices 

Visits with College/University representatives 

 
Through the implementation of the new PLT (Personalized Learning 

Time) students may now schedule visit with representatives from        

colleges and universities through the Flex Time Manager. 

 

Upcoming Dates: 
October 2 - University of Pittsburgh-Johnstown 

October 3 - Bella Capelli Academy 

November 1 -Westminster College 

Elementary Guidance Office -  Mrs. Joey Emerick -  814-634-8313 or jemerick@masd.net 

 

Middle School Guidance Office - Mrs. Julie Stahl -  814-634-1437 or jstahl@masd.net 

 

High School Guidance Office -  Mrs. Cassie Arnold  - 814-634-8313 or carnold@masd.net 
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M E Y E R S D A L E  A R E A  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  N E W S L E T T E R  

The Meyersdale Drama/Musical Boosters  

are proud to present— Anything Goes! 

   Thanks to our dedicated community, school 

board, and students, the Meyersdale Area 

High School will present their 36th musical 

show, “Anything Goes.” 

   The curtain will go up at 7 p.m., on   Thurs-

day, November 16; and Friday, November 17; 

and again at 2 p.m. on Saturday, November 

18,  in the high school auditorium. 

   “Anything Goes” is a musical with music 

and lyrics by Cole Porter.  The story was writ-

ten by Guy Bolton and P.G. Wodehouse in 

1934 but was heavily revised by the team of 

Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse. There 

have been three revivals of the show – 1962, 

1987, and 2011. This show won Tony Awards 

in 1988 and 2011 for Best Revival of a Musi-

cal.  

   The story concerns madcap antics aboard a 

cruise ship bound for New York from London. 

Billy Crocker (Evan Blaney) is a stowaway in 

love with heiress Hope Harcourt (Sarah Di-

Pasquale) who is engaged to Lord Evelyn 

Oakleigh (Wes Caton). Nightclub singer and 

former evangelist Reno Sweeney (Mary 

Swank), Public Enemy #13 Moonface Martin 

(Tristan Donica), and his girlfriend Bonnie 

(Elise Hutzell), aid Billy in his quest to win 

Hope.  

   Hit songs in this musical include: “Anything 

Goes,” “You’re the Top,” “I Get a Kick Out 

of You,” and “It’s De-Lovely.” The show is 

full of singing, dancing and comedic antics. 

   With approximately 60 high school students 

participating in this lively show, you are 

promised a great evening of entertainment. 

   Ian Edwards, Middle School English 

teacher, will direct the show. Ms. Labrina 

Ritchey will be in charge of vocals, Ms. Katie 

Strong will direct the Pit Band, and Mr. Ian 

Dively will be the accompanist. Ms. Megan 

Girimonti will be the choreographer. 

   Cast members are currently selling World’s 

Finest Candy Bars for $1.00. Caramel, Crispy, 

Almond, Milk Chocolate and Dark Chocolate 

are available. Also see a cast member or Mey-

ersdale Drama/Musical Booster to place an ad 

in this year’s program. Call 634-8584 or 634-

8775 for more information. 
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On September 3, 2008, the MASD Board of Directors adopted    

Policy 103 - Nondiscrimination in school and classroom  practices. 

 

This policy declares that the district provide an equal  opportunity 

for all students to achieve their maximum potential through the 

programs offered in the schools regardless of race, color, age, creed, 

religion, gender, sexual orientation, ancestry, national origin,   

marital status, pregnancy or handicap/disability. 

 

To view this policy in its entirety, go to www.masd.net and click on 

Meyersdale Area Policy Manual.  

Tina Gnagey 

President 

 

Jeffrey Moser 

Vice President 
 

Rebecca Grube 

Secretary/Business Manager 

 

Tammy Witherite 

Treasurer 
 

Brian Deist 

Ron Donaldson 

Brad Troutman 

Gidget Brooks 

Erik Schafer 

Nanette Johnson 

School Board Members 

The Meyersdale Area 

School Board meets 

the first Wednesday 

of each month at        

7 p.m., in the central 

office conference 

room, unless           

otherwise advertised. 

One Call Now notifications 

  The Meyersdale Area School District strives to effectively and efficiently com-

municate with parents and guardians of students. The district’s One Call Now sys-

tem allows the district to make phone calls and send text and email alerts to indi-

viduals. Alert calls will be sent out in emergency situations concerning weather, 

schedule changes and during other emergency events.  

   This year MASD, will be increasing the use of email notifications. If you would 

like additional numbers or emails attached to your child's name, please contact your 

school office. 

Attendance Policy 
The Superintendent or designee shall 

annually notify students, parents/

guarduians, staff, local Children and 

Youth Agency and the local Magiste-

rial District Judges about the District’s 

attendance policy by publishing such 

policy in student handbooks, newslet-

ters, on the district website and other 

efficient communication methods. 

Important Bus Information 
Bus assignments have been established 

to provide the most cost-effective trans-

portation possible for our families and 

tax-payers, Most buses are filled to ca-

pacity. For that reason, there is very lim-

ited flexibility to accommodate special 

requests for occasional changes. Any 

special requests MUST BE PREAP-

PROVED to assure the requested change 

will not exceed bus capacity. 



 

October 6 - Homecoming Weekend 

 

October 9 - Act 80 Day - No School 

 

October 11 - PSAT to 10th grade College Prep students 

 

Oct. 16 - Educational Boosters Meeting 

 

November 4 - SAT’s at Meyersdale 

 

November 16 - Open House & Parent / Teacher Conferences 

 

November 16, 17 & 18 - MASD presents Anything Goes 

 

November 21 - FAFSA Night 

 

November 28—Act 80 Day—No School 

 

Administration 
 

Dr. Tracey A.  Karlie 
Superintendent  
trkarlie@masd.net 

 

Mr. Kretchman 
Curriculum Coordinator 

tkretchman@masd.net 

 
Mr. Wiltrout 

Secondary Principal 

jwiltrout@masd.net 
 

Mrs. Arnold 

High School Guidance  

carnold@masd.net 
 

Mr. W. Miller 
Middle School Principal 

wmiller@masd.net 
 

Mrs. Stahl 
Middle School Guidance  

jstahl@masd.net 

 
Mr. Pritts 

Elementary School Principal  

dpritts@masd.net 
 

Mrs. Emerick 

Elementary School Guidance 
emerick@masd.net 

Dates to Remember 

MASD creates School Wellness Policy 

   Meyersdale Area School District recognizes that student wellness and proper nutrition are 

related to students' physical well-being, growth, development and readiness to learn. The 

Board is committed to providing a school environment that promotes student wellness, 

proper nutrition, nutrition education and promotion, and regular physical activity as part of 

the total learning experience. In a healthy school environment, students will learn about and 

participate in positive dietary and lifestyle practices that can improve student achievement. 

The Student Welness Policy, revised on August 2, 2017, is a resultof a newly-formed Well-

ness Committee, consisting of School Board members, District administrators, a District 

Food Service representive, students, parents/guardians, a school health professional, a physi-

cal education teacher and members of the public. This policy can be found at www.masd.net, 

under the site shortcuts section—Meyersdale Area Policy Manual #246. 

   The Wellness Committee's main focus is to discuss issues regarding student health and 

shall be responsible for developing, implementing and periodically reviewing and updating 

the School Wellness policy that complies with law to recommend to the Board for adoption. 

Anyone who would be interested in joining this  advisory committee should contact Dr. 

Tracey Karlie at 814-634-5123, ext 306.  

tel:(814)%20634-5123

